SUN YAT SEN AND THE CHINESE REPUBLIC

political strength was not given to Chinese stu-
dents who were seeking to overthrow its dynasty.

He bethought himself of going to a naval college
bnt the fulfilment of his desire in this regard was
denied him by reason of the fact that in the
Franco-Chinese War the French gunboats had
destroyed Fuchow College, which was the only
naval school China had.

He also considered becoming a lawyer; but
there were no law-schools in China, the Chinese
considering that they had no need for military or
law schools. Hence, as a last choice of profession,
young Sun turned to the profession of medicine
and surgery, for through the Medical School of
Hong Kong the way was open to him; and he also
considered that the practice of medicine in China
would lend itself easily to political intrigues, for
doctors in China were considered politically in-
nocuous. The Chinese practice of medicine (such
as it was) was a free profession, open to all;
any one had the right to hang out his sign as a
healer. The proverbial good health of the
Chinese caused them raorely to approach men
who made a pretense of a knowledge of medicine.
"When a patient did seek medical advice, his
disease or sickness had nearly always proceeded
to its last stage, and hence there was only a
faint hope that the acupuncture, plasters, or herbs
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